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The Hole Story 

I always find it amazing how quickly people jump to 

conclusions when anything that seems even 

remotely unusual happens. The John McAfee story 

is a great example. The New York Post article said it 

perfectly when they stated ‘John McAfee’s death is 

as much of a chaotic mystery as his life was’. It 

seems advisable to me that we should just leave it 

be for the moment. In fact, we may never know what 



truly happened. What we do know is the man was 

wizard and an absolute mess all at the same time. 

But the McAfee story is a microcosm of where we 

are in society. What we are experiencing these days 

reminds me of ‘Alice in Wonderland’. Do you 

remember it? Do you remember the white rabbit who 

had the clock and he was rushing 

around and saying “I’m late, I’m late 

for a very important date.”  ….and Alice chases him, 

but he goes down the rabbit hole. 

Well, nearly 2 decades after 9/11 the way I think 

about this is we were all Alice and we encountered 

the white rabbit and he was rushing down his hole 

and just like Alice we rushed after him…we followed 



the white rabbit into…..Wonderland. What happened 

in Wonderland? In Wonderland there were various 

things we learned, and for most it has taken nearly 

the entire 20 years. First, we learned that safety is 

not even close to a safe assumption. We learned 

that the Patriot Act was said to be designed to Unite 

and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate 

Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism. 

19 guys from the middle east (7 wielding box cutters) 

who had rudimentary flight training at best in crop 

dusters were able to masterfully fly commercial jets 

and bring the most secure airspace in human history 

to its knees killing nearly 3,000? Those were the 

guys from which we needed to be protected? 



Of course, now we know that the Patriot Act was 

always designed to target…that’s correct….Patriots. 

Secondly, we learned that we could search this 

internet thing called Google. But now, over 2 

decades after its founding there is a fragile 

awareness that has occurred which is not 

necessarily that we search Google but that rather 

Google searches us. In Wonderland we assume that 

we use social media, but we have grown to 

understand that social media uses us. We thought 

that these are great ‘free services’ while these 

companies were thinking ‘these people are great 

raw material for use in our analysis, production, and 

sales’. 



We barely questioned why our television sets, or our 

mattresses came with privacy policies. But now we 

are beginning to understand that privacy policies are 

actually surveillance policies. We admired the tech 

giants companies and the innovation. By the way, 

sometimes those tech companies made some big 

mistakes, and those mistakes violated our privacy. 

But listen closely because now the difference is we 

are beginning to understand that those mistakes 

were the innovation. In Wonderland we began to 

learn that privacy is not private. 

But the most dangerous illusion of all in Wonderland 

is that we believe the internet offered unprecedented 

access to proprietary knowledge but in the harsh 



glare of surveillance capitalism we have come to 

learn that proprietary knowledge now has 

unprecedented access to us. The digital century was 

to have been democracies golden age instead we 

enter the 3rd decade of the 21st century marked by 

an extreme new form of social inequality that 

threatens to remake society as it unmakes 

democracy. This is the type of social inequality that 

provides unequal access to learning that is now 

imposed by private commercial mechanisms of 

information capture, production, analysis, and sales 

best exemplified by the ever-growing abyss between 

what we know and what can be known about us. 

Unequal knowledge about us produces unequal 



power over us….and so the abyss widens further, 

marking the distance now between what we can do 

and what can be done to us. We are no longer the 

consumer….we are the product that thinks it’s a 

consumer. 

The politics of the 20th century was based on the 

division of labor whereas the 21st century shifts 

those coordinates from a division of labor to a 

division of learning. This shift to learning is based on 

basically 3 questions: 

1.  Who knows? 

2.  Who decides who knows? 

3.  Who decides who decides? 



The answer to these questions will determine the 

fate of equality…after Wonderland. Obama, Bush 

before him and Clinton before him were told they 

would be the white rabbit. They were also told what 

to bring up out of the hole. 

But be of good cheer because the inverted story is 

working overtime. In 2017 Donald Trump forced the 

white rabbit out of the rabbit hole so that we could 

see what he was holding, and it was not pretty. He 

was holding mass corruption, fraud, and so much 

more. Everyone can now see the white rabbit. Sure, 

he desperately scurried back down in for a little 

while to retrieve his silly little fake virus but now 

Trump has forced him out again.  



For years and years now, we have been Alice 

chasing the white rabbit. But Trump seems as 

though he has changed everything once again but 

instead of chasing the white rabbit out of the hole, 

he now is white rabbit that has gone down into the 

hole. I know I said in my previous issue that it was 

my last issue about Oracle, and I stand behind it. 

However, I will say that with what appears to be 

transpiring with some forthcoming news from our 

President let none of us be surprised either now or 

in the future if and when: 

•  45 knows. 

•  45 decides who knows. 

•  45 decides who decides. 

Because we have yet to hear the ‘hole’ story. 



  


