
 

Issue 40 

I Lied about No More Oracle (Undetected Turn of Events) 

It is fascinating to watch the things that make 

headlines and the way that even the most 

insignificant events make frontpage news. Because 

it’s critical that we know about the travails of a 

former Nickelodeon star, or the latest in the bra 

movement, or how airlines are now monitoring attire. 

 



 

 

Because the below July 6th headline and the 

potential reshaping of the entire geopolitical arena 

as it relates to technology and government affairs 

has zero impact on the future of the republic. 

 

The JEDI or Joint Enterprise Defense 

Infrastructure (JEDI) contract was a large United 
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States Department of Defense cloud 

computing contract meant to be a commercial off-

the-shelf (COTS) implementation of existing 

technology, while providing economies of scale to 

the DoD. Companies interested in the contract 

included Amazon, Google, Microsoft, Oracle, and 

Hitachi Data Systems. After protests from Google 

employees, Google decided to drop out of 

contention for the contract because of conflict with 

its corporate values. The deal was considered "gift-

wrapped for Amazon" until Oracle (co-chaired 

by Safra Catz) contested the contract, citing 

the National Defense Authorization Act. Ultimately, 

the contract was awarded to Microsoft. But a federal 
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judge Patricia Campbell-Smith halted Microsoft's 

work on the project on February 13, 2020, a day 

before the system was scheduled to go live, awaiting 

a resolution in Amazon's suit.  She said that 

Amazon's claims are reasonable and "is likely to 

succeed on the merits of its argument that the DOD 

improperly evaluated" Microsoft's offer. As a result, 

the DOD was forced by a federal judge to reopen 

bidding for the contract.  

The JEDI contract with Microsoft was cancelled on 

July 6, 2021. Do you realize how big of a deal it is to 

just up and cancel a mammoth contract between two 

the biggest entities in the entire world? The new 

program called "Joint Warfighter Cloud Capability" 



would replace it, which would involve services from 

multiple vendors. 3 Days later on July 9th, we have 

this from Barron’s… 

 

 

 



Oracle shares are on a tear—up 8% this week, 13% 

over the past six trading days and 37% for the year 

to date. 

For the rally, give partial credit to the Pentagon. 

The Defense Department on Tuesday canceled its 

10-year, $10 billion JEDI cloud computing contract 

with Microsoft (MSFT), which both Oracle 

and Amazon.com (AMZN) had been relentlessly 

challenging in court. And DoD is launching a new, 

replacement project that Oracle will bid on. Oracle is 

shifting a growing portion of its database and 

application business to the cloud, more specifically 

to allied governments (remember Ezra’s job 

description?) as Barron’s reported in February. A 
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few weeks ago, Oracle reported May quarter 

financial results that showed 8% top-line growth, the 

biggest increase in a decade. 

The Defense Department’s new project, called the 

Joint Warfighter Cloud Capability, will “immediately 

engage with industry” and continue research to 

determine whether any other U.S.-based cloud 

players may fit the requirements. Oracle which has 

been saying for years that its own cloud meets the 

government’s technical requirements. CEO Safra 

Catz  told reporters in Israel recently that she talked 

to the Pentagon’s IT staff after Tuesday’s 

announcement, and that “there is readiness to look 

at the matter anew.” 
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Ok I will stop right there and say, “This is freaking 

weird.” 

Anyone with half a functioning brain cell knows that 

Oracle loves Trump and Trump loves Oracle. Then 

why in the world would a Biden DoD even consider 

entertaining an Oracle cloud solution for anything, 

much less a multi-billion-dollar Pentagon contract? 

Have I landed in the freaking Twilight Zone?  

No, we are not in the Twilight Zone and here is why?  

Do you know who this guy is?  



 

His name is Josh Pitcock. He is the Vice President 

of Government Affairs at Oracle. Not the former, the 

current VP of Government Affairs.  

 



He was also the Assistant to the President and Chief 

of Staff to Vice President Mike Pence. He was also 

the Senior Advisor and Policy Director for Pence.  

 

Seriously, think about this for a second: 

1.  The US DoD (out of the blue) just canceled a 

$10 billion contract with Microsoft. We are 

talking about Microsoft who couldn’t be more in 

bed with government if they tried. 



2. Now they have reopened bidding and are 

potentially going to negotiate with (as well as 

others) Oracle the mother of all Trump loving 

companies? 

3.  And the former Policy Director for VP Mike 

Pence is the current VP of Government Affairs 

for Oracle?  

Who is running the Pentagon again? It is like 

The Matrix is swallowing the Twilight Zone. 


